The Thessalonians Church

All Scripture is KJV: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-18

INTRODUCTION: WHAT DOES THE BIBLE HAVE TO SAY

The Book of 1 and 2 Thessalonians will challenge you to what you have been told
before, but now you are going to see the truth for yourself, and you will have to either
accept it or reject it.

What does the 2 books of Thessalonians tell us? — it teaches on

Jesus return, and his timing for his return? — (2 Thessalonians 2:4)
How Jesus will return, and in what way or manner?

Who are the elect, and how can we know who the elect are?

To whom is this book written, and for what purpose?

How Thessalonians fits in with other scriptures on the return of Christ?

b=

After Paul had delivered the message in chapter 3 to the church, that was not the end of
his instruction to the Thessalonians.

1 Thessalonians 3:" To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in

holiness before God, even our Father, afifiéicomingof ourordJesus ChiiSHwiH
all his saints.

The chapter 4 picks up directly where Paul left off giving instruction to them. So this
proves that again that all the chapters need t be read with that in mind that it is one
continuous letter that Paul had written to them to not only instruct the in certain matters
but also to encourage them on their walk with the Lord.

So after we read chapter 3 verse 13, the thought pattern of Paul continues as he opens
Chapter 4 with the following comments of being blameless before God..

1 Thessalonians 4 Kinqg James Version (KJV)

! Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus,
that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye
would abound more and more.

1. The church was encouraged by Paul, Timothy and Silvanus who pleaded with
them to walk in the way of the Lord as they had received from them the how they
ought to walk to please God, that they would only abound more and more in the
Lord.

2. In other words they wanted them to be their best that they could be for the Lord
before he would one day come for them at his future return.

2 For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus.




All through these first 1-12 verses Paul is driving the matter home, over and over
again.

2. Abstain from all appearances of evil.
3. Remember the commandments we gave you of the Lord.
4. Do that which is right.
5. Love your brother.
6. Sanctify your self, etc.....
7. For this is the will of God.
* FORtRiSlSHREIIBAGSEA. cven your sanctification, that ye should abstain from
fornication:
1. Have you ever wondered what the will of God is? | did preach on it not so long
ago, but | case you have forgotten here it is again.
2. In a nut shell, God said, that ye should abstain from fornication:
3. Yet so many people will sit day dreaming and wondering what the will of God is.
And say that they will pray for Gods will in their life........ etc....
4. No, Gods will is that you sanctify yourself “set yourself apart” for God, and
abstain from fornication.
5. The word sanctify comes from the word set apart. To be set apart from the world.
6. So they are being told over and over by Paul and his colleagues, that they must

be blameless before the Lord when he comes. They need to keep away from sin
and that God has commanded them to sanctify themselves.

* That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel in sanctification

and honour;

1.

4.

5.
6.

It seems that if Paul was telling them so much about this topic of sanctification
and avoiding these sins, and being blameless that there must have been a
problem with some of the folk in the church.

But if you notice Paul addresses every person in the church in this matter. He
does not single anyone out, but addresses the situation collectively and
individually.

The word honour here is the word for reputation. It's what Paul says in verse 12,
that their reputation as a believer is way is at stake.

The world will be quick to judge you when they see that you proclaim the name of
the Lord.

It is important for a Christian to know “how to possess their vessel”.

Busy the in contrast Paul says the Gentiles don't.

S Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God:

1.
2.

The word concupiscence is only found three times in the bible.
And to determine what this word means we don’t have to go outside of scripture
to determine what it means, because the bible is always its own dictionary.

Romans 7:7-9 ' What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, | had not

known sin, but by the law: for | had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou
shalt not covet. ® But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all




manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. °® For | was alive without
the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and | died.

Colossians 3:4-6 * When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory. > Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth;
fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness,
which is idolatry: ® For which things' sake the wrath of God cometh on the children of
disobedience:

3. So the word concupiscence is a word to describe all manners of lust, which is
defined in Colossians 3:5.

% That no man go beyond and defraud his brother'in any matter: because that the
Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and testified.

1. Whenever a person engages in these kinds of sexual sins, it invariably leads to
affecting the whole family, either at home, or in the church.

2. These sins have far reaching consequences in which people who engae in them
don’t consider.

3. Whenever a person sins, their sin always has a consequence on someone else.

4. And even in the case of a person who engages in this kind of open sin, even
destroys the chances of another person eventually getting to know that particular
person and may even want to get married. This would mean that that person
getting married brings with them these openly enagaged sins to a relationship
which down the line leads to a relationship being stained or even destroyed as a
result of old “affairs”.

Paul therefore says “the Lord is the avenger of all such (v.6)
If perhaps your relationship or other matters are strained then be warned of God
as the avenger. (v.6).

AN

"For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.

1. Paul continues the call for holiness.
2. He reminds the believer of Gods call to be clean. (holiness).

8 He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given
unto us his holy Spirit.

1. When a person despises what Paul said about the truth. That person is not
despising Paul, or the preacher as a person.

2. The person is actually despising God.

3. He cares little for what God has said is wrong.

° But as'touiching brotherlyIove ye need not that | write unto you: for ye
yourselves are taught of God to love one another.

1. One thing that they were strong on was their love for one another, and Paul
praises them for that.
2. But Paul said you are taught of God, and this they knew well enough.



3. They had not just a big heart for one another, they had a big heart for even those
outside of the church.

1% And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: Blitwe
beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more; (same as verse 1)

1. Even so Paul said, what he said in verse 1 again. walk and to please God, so
ye would abound more and more.

! And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with
your own hands, as we commanded you;

1. But besides love, God wants you to work to earn your keep.

2. Because busy bodies cause trouble and so work is designed by God to keep us
out of trouble.

Ecclesiastes 10:18 By much slothfulness the building decayeth; and through idleness of the
hands the house droppeth through.

3. Remember as we were also told when we were young, this principle that is
taught here now. That “Idle hands brings devils work”.

2 That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may have
lack of nothing.

1. To be an example to those outside of the church. It's their reputation at stake.

2. To see you good works and glorify the father.

3. There is nothing worse than to see a slothful person who calls himself a believer.
Who will not want to work at anything and expect that the Lord will still supply.

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in heaven.

4. In or out of the church we are to demonstrate the same character of Christ.

So much time was spent by Paul to prepare them for the return of the Lord. These new
converted Pagan Gentiles, had demonstrated the power of God in them and Paul

received it as a blessing and continued to encourage them in many ways as we have
seen

v But unlike the Pagans belief. The true God of the bible would return. And this is
something that Paul took the time to teach to them.

v" These were people who did not have the OT teachings as in the case of the
Jews, so Paul started teaching them the whole council of God.

v" And this is why we see so clear teaching here by Paul about the Lords return.

+ By the time we get to verse 13, Paul switches to the promises of God through
Jesus Christ.

+ It is here that Paul speaks about what was told about the return of Jesus in the
OT by the Prophet Joel, and Zechariah and others, and also what Jesus himself
4



had said when asked by the disciples about that the end of the world and the
Lords return.

4+ So don’'t be alarmed by what takes place in the next few verses from 13-18 as
Paul speaks about the Lords second coming.

3 But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep,
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

" For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, EVeniSohemialsohichiSIceplin
Jesus will God bring with him.

1

S For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain
i e GO MIRGIGEARE LR shall not prevon: HHEWHIGH BFEBEIERD. (o7 & 7 oo o

people to the time of the rapture)(Matthew 24:30-31)

16 with the voice of
the archangel and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17

—: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

'8 \Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

+ After Paul had told the Thessalonian church that they were to reach out and love
those within and those without the church; he reiterates the reason why they
should love each other and those that needed salvation.

Here’s why........

Because he wanted them to be prepared for the time in which they would stand before
the Lord at his return being “unblameable” in which they would stand in “holiness”
before God, even our Father at the coming of the Lord Jesus with all his saints.

4+ Also according to this verse when Jesus returns for the current believing brethren
he will also bring all those other believing saints with him which had died before

in him, beﬁinninﬁ from Adam. i1 Thessalonians 4:14)

+ (so this also proves that when we die our body is in the grave, but our soul is in
heaven).

+ This also proves the 144,000 righteous saints are in heaven right now.
(Revelation 7 & 14). And these 144,000 will have a new body prepared for them
to go forth and minister during the time that God’s wrath is poured out upon the
earth in Revelation 8.

Revelation 7:4 And | heard

Revelation 14:1 And | looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him




4+ So at the return of Jesus he brings all his OT & NT saints with him to be changed
in the twinkling of an eye into their glorified bodies. The dead in Christ which shall
rise, the bible says in 1 Thessalonians 4:16. The soul will unit with the new body.

1 Corinthians 15:52

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: fOEihetrumpetshallisound.

and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

QUESTION:

+ So the question is asked: Is this the rapture? Or simply the return of Jesus?
+ And if you say that it is only the rapture, then why is he coming with all his
saints?

ANSWER:

The answer simply is, that this is both the rapture and the return of Christ. In other
words the second coming of Jesus is the rapture. He is coming with ALL his Saints.

+ Does not the scripture say in 1 Thessalonians 4:15 ' For this we say unto you by
the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain
88 shall not prevent them which are asleep.

+ So either you believe what the scripture says that this is the return of Christ and
the rapture, or you will have to make up another lie about this event.

1 Thessalonias4: with a shout,

with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first:

, o meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with
Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

the Lord.

+ This return of Jesus is exactly what is described for us in Matthew 24, Luke 21,
and Mark 13. (& Luke 17)

Matthew 24: *° - and
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and

with power and

4+ The order of events match perfectly with Matthew 24, and the other gospels as |
have just mentioned, and they match perfectly also with Revelation 6 and
Revelation 7 and 8 which also deals with the coming of the Lord.

+ This passage is also dealt with by Acts 2 as he quotes Joel 2 of the OT.

Acts 2:" But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;



21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.

Joel 2: 1 Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all

the inhabitants of the land tremble: _ for it is nigh at hand:;
2A day of darkness and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the

morning spread upon the mountains: a great people and a strong; there hath not been
ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, even to the years of many generations.

3 A fire devoureth before them: and behind them a flame burneth: the land is as the

garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing
shall escape them.

“The appearance ofthem s asthe apoearance of horses; and as horsemen, s
o s of . tht evoureih e lube. 3. iron el s i bt e

6 Before their face the people shall be much pained: all faces shall gather blackness.

8 Neither shall one thrust another: they shall walk every one in his path: and when they
fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded.

® They shall run to and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall
climb up upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief.

ARdRENGRBISHAlNERRISNVEICEIBEOrSIRISIARMV for his camp is very great: for

he is strong that executeth his word: for the day of the LORD is great and very
terrible; and who can abide it?

28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that | will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men shall see visions: 2° And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in
those days will | pour out my spirit.



_ for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the

LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.
+ This passage of Joel 2 is seen again Revelation 9:1-11

Revelation 9 " And the fifth angel sounded, and | saw a star fall from heaven unto the
earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. >And he opened the
bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace;
and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.

DARahcrecameloutiof heisiokelocustSIiponIthelsatth: and unto them was

given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.

4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither
any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in
their foreheads.

® And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be
tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he
striketh a man.

6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die,
and death shall flee from them.

8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the teeth of lions.

1% And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their
power was to hurt men five months. "' And they had a king over them, which is the
angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the
Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon. (by the way Satan has never been to hell up to this point)

4+ So even Joel covered the great and terrible day of the Lord. So | guess the sun
and the moon being darkened is a significant event to do with the ushering in of
that great and terrible day of the Lord. Which is the second coming of Jesus
Christ, also mentioned in Matthew 24:30-31and 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.

v" Even Jude covered this same event in his writings.

Jude: " And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying,
, and
to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have
ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken
against him.




v" Even the book of Revelation 6, 7 and 8 ties in perfectly with these scriptures
about the return of Christ being that great and terrible day of the Lord.

Revelation 6:5-7King James Version (KJV)

2 And | beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo,

% And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain
and island were moved out of their places.

'S And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief
captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves
in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;

'8 And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that
sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: (Jesus said this in Luke 23:30)

EeRtReIsreaaayIcHRiSIrEthlis come; and who shall be able to stand?

+ And we see in Revelation 6:17 that the great day of his wrath has only just
arrived — (is come meaning it has only just come right now).
+ And then in Revelation 7 we see the raptured saints taken to heaven.

Revelation 7:1 And after these things | saw four angels standing on the four
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not
blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.

2 And | saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God:
and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth
and the sea,  Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have
sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.

4 And | heard the number of them which were sealed: and there were sealed an hundred
and forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel.

° After this | beheld, and, lo, of all
nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne

'% And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb. "' And all the angels stood round about the throne, and
about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and
worshipped God, > Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving,
and honour, and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.

'3 And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, [NigiafciieseivRichliare
arrayed in'white robes?/and whence came they?




. And he said to me, These are they which
came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.

S Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his
temple: and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them.

+ So according to Revelation 7:15 the saints (in glorified bodies) when they are
raptured they are before the throne of God serving him day and night and he is
there among them.

1. And it's not until Revelation Chapter 8 that we see God pouring out his wrath
upon the earth and the wicked which is after the tribulation, and after the

2. This means that judgment has only now come upon the earth. This then proves
again that the Tribulation is not God pouring out his wrath upon his people.

3. This also proves that the rapture is after the tribulation, and that God only starts
pouring out his wrath after the tribulation once the 144,000 have been sealed and
it also proves that the trumpets come after the seals and not before.

4. And the trumpets come only after the saints or believers have been raptured and
are in heaven.

Even Zephaniah covered the great day of the Lord.

Zephaniah 1:" The great day of the LORD is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even
the voice of the day of the LORD: the mighty man shall cry there bitterly.

_ gainst

the high towers.

+ Even in the OT Malachi spoke of the coming of the Lord, and that great and
terrible day.

Malachi 4:1 Eorlbeholditheldayieometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall
burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.

2 But unto you that fear my name shall the —
hiS\Wihgs; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. > And ye shall tread
down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that |

shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts. * Remember ye the law of Moses my servant,
which | commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.

®Behold, | will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadfulday of thelLORD: ° And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children,

and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest | come and smite the earth with a
curse.
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+ What Jesus told the disciples in Matthew 24, is what Paul told the Thessalonian
church?

Matthew 24:31
Mark 13:27

+ Luke 17 is the culmination of the disciples asking Jesus about when will the
kingdom of God come...................... look what Jesus said...........

Luke 17: % And he said unto the disciples, The days will come, when ye shall desire to
see one of the days of the Son of man, and ye shall not see it. > And they shall say to
you, See here; or, see there: go not after them, nor follow them. (Jesus said this in 2
Thess 2:3-5 as Paul recorded it).

5 But first must he suffer many things, and be rejected of this generation. 26 And as it
was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of man.

2" They did eat, they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, il

the'day that Noah entered into'the'ark. and the flood came, and destroyed them

all. (the same day judgement came)

EEREWiSEISISCIESfWaSIRIREIIaYSIBHISI; they did eat, they drank, they bought,
they sold, they planted, they builded; =* But the same day that Lot went out of Sodom
it rained fire and brimstone from héaven, and destroyed them all s sy

Jjudgement came)

be in the da ( judgement day)

32 Remember Lot's wife. ** Whosoever shall seek to save his life shall lose it; and
whosoever shall lose his life shall preserve it.

there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken,
and the other shall be left. * Two women shall be grinding together; the one shall be
taken, and the other left. *® Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the
other left. HiARdNeyianswerealandisaidiuntolimavheresliord? And he said unto

them, Wheresoever the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together. (Vatt
24:27-28)
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+ The same day when these events took place, Jesus said it would be the same
day when he would pour out his wrath upon the wicked.

4+ In other words in the same day as the saints are raptured then in (about the
space of a half hour in heaven) Jesus will then begin to pour out his wrath upon
the wicked on the earth. (Rev 8:1).

1. The timing of the events and the events themselves described in Revelation 6, 7
and 8 are the exactly the same as in Matthew 24. (read and explain the chapter).

2. And when we look at this after the tribulation period, there is still a chance that
people can be saved before God pours out his wrath and even those who survive
the wrath of God who did not take the Mark of the beast still can believe on God.

3. These are scriptures that have been brought into the book of Acts as from Joel
2:32 and this is the same scripture quoted by Paul in Romans 10:13.

4+ So it is possible for someone to still get saved and raptured even after the
tribulation for a short period but, those after the rapture who did not believe on
Jesus will go through the wrath of God; and if they don’t take the mark of the
beast they can still get saved before and during the millennium. These saints
will not be part of the 1% resurrection but will be part of the 2" resurrection
after the 1000 year millennium. (Joel 2:30)

Acts 2:21

And it shall come to pass, fiigfllioseevershallicallonithenamelofthelsordishall

Joel 2:32

And it shall come to pass,
bedelivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath
said, and in the remnant whom the Lord shall call.

Romans 10:13

Joel 2: 3° And | will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and
pillars of smoke. ' The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood,
before the great and terrible day of the LORD come.

: for in mount Zion and
in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the
LORD shall call.

Acts 2: "° And | will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath;
blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: %° The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the

moon into blood, before the ﬁreat and notable dai of the Lord come-

+ But once the Rapture takes place then it is too late to get saved in the 1°
resurrection.

+ But there will be those who will later get saved who did not take the Mark of the
beast and who turned to Jesus after the rapture and those that were born
afterwards in the millennium who turned to Jesus who survived the wrath of God.

CLOSE IN PRAYER................
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